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PACE RANKED #1 NATIONALLY IN GRANTING MASTER’S DEGREES 

IN COMPUTER AND INFORMATION SCIENCES TO ASIAN-AMERICANS,

#2 IN DEGREES TO BOTH AFRICAN-AMERICANS AND HISPANICS

New York, NY – September 22, 2004 – For the second year in a row, Pace University’s School of Computer Science and Information Systems has been ranked as the #1 producer of master’s degrees for Asian-Americans in computer and information sciences by Black Issues in Higher Education magazine. 

Pace ranked second in awarding master’s degrees in these subjects to all minorities. In separate categories, Pace also was second in awarding master’s degrees to both African-Americans and Hispanics.

The latest data, counting numbers of graduates in the 2002-03academic year, were compiled from U.S. Department of Education figures exclusively for Black Issues by Victor Borden, Ph.D. and Pamela Brown of Indiana University-Purdue University of Indianapolis. 

Pace has been high in these rankings for several years. For the 2001-02 academic year, in addition to producing the most Asian-Americans with master’s degrees, the school was #4 for African-Americans (as it had been the year before that) and #7 for Hispanic-Americans (up from #8 the preceding year). 

“Accepting and supportive.” According to Susan M Merritt, dean of the school, “We have faculty members, administrators and students who value diversity and strive to create an accepting and supportive learning environment so that all students excel.” The school’s faculty includes African-Americans, Asian Americans, and Hispanics. 

An additional sign of how the school avoids stereotypes is that in the traditionally male computer field it has one of the highest proportion of women students and graduates of any computer school in the country. 

A further factor in the school’s appeal to Asian-Americans, Merritt thinks, may be that the school’s New York City campus is close to Chinatown. (Like all of Pace’s schools, the School of Computer Science and Information Systems is also part of Pace’s Westchester County campuses.) 

Still, Merritt points out, students there have other choices, and Pace is known for its nearly 100-year-old tradition of welcoming undergraduate and graduate students who are the first generation in their families to attend college, many of whom have come from international backgrounds. The University’s Latin motto is “Opportunitas,” or opportunity. 

The runner-up to Pace’s total of 71 computer master’s degrees for Asian-Americans was Johns Hopkins, which awarded 62. Counting all minorities together, Pace’s 148 master’s degrees were barely exceeded by the 149 earned at 1st place George Mason University.

Black Issues in Higher Education regularly identifies the top 100 minority degree producers among institutions of higher education at the graduate and professional level. Its data provide the only national report on the ability of U.S. colleges and universities to award degrees to African American, Latino, Asian American and American Indian students.
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