NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY DESIGNATES PACE UNIVERSITY 

AS A CENTER OF ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN 

INFORMATION ASSURANCE EDUCATION

Pace’s School of Computer Science and Information Systems (CSIS) recognized 

for its role in securing the nation's information systems

CSIS students eligible for federal scholarships, grants  

New York, NY – April XX, 2004 – Pace University, through the efforts of the School of Computer Science and Information Systems, has been designated by the National Security Agency (NSA) as one of the National Centers of Academic Excellence in Information Assurance Education (CAEIAE) for academic years 2004-2007. A ceremony at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point in June will recognize Pace and the other schools that have received this distinction.

The school is the only one in the New York Metropolitan area to receive this designation this year.

Students attending CAEIAE schools are eligible for scholarships and grants through the Department of Defense Information Assurance Scholarship Program and the Federal Cyber Service Scholarship for Service Program.

CSIS actively promotes education, research and outreach in information security, with over fifty faculty members working to explore the challenges of securing information in areas ranging from software to networks to ethics.
In addition to CSIS undergraduate and graduate offerings including the Graduate Certificate in Networking and Information Assurance, CSIS, with the Criminal Justice Department of Dyson College, has recently established a new minor and certificate in Information Assurance in the Criminal Justice System, available to all undergraduates as well as to adult students.  CSIS is also developing a multi-disciplinary minor in programming security for software reliability.  Other programs, including certifications for professionals in computer security will follow.

The school’s Information Assurance Education and Research Center was developed in 2003 to explore computer vulnerabilities and improve prevention and detection through research and education. Pace's goal is to become one of the leading academic institutions for research and education in information security, working collectively with local and distant academic institutions via shared curriculum and faculty members. 

“As the world becomes more and more technology-oriented, protecting information and the systems that handle it becomes increasingly challenging,” said CSIS Dean, Susan Merritt. “Issues spanning the realm of security have always been an integral part of our courses.” 

Recently, CSIS also received recognition from the Information Assurance Courseware Evaluation (IACE) Review Committee for the Committee on National Security Systems (CNSS) National Standard(s) 4011 and 4013. The IACE Program provides consistency in training and education for information assurance skills. Pace received recognition and a certificate during the CNSS Annual Conference in Norfolk, Virginia. 

