CSIS SUPPORTS CITY’S 2012 OLYMPIC BID

by Anthony Oren (BS/IS) & Pritesh Damani (MS/CS)

In April 2002, Pace University teamed up with NYC2012 (http://www.nyc2012.com) to participate in a project called “Nations of New York” as part of the campaign to help New York City in its bid to host the 2012 Summer Olympics.  Many people and organizations in New York are helping the City to accomplish this goal and the School of Computer Science & Information Systems is supporting this exciting campaign in a variety of ways.  A Pace “team” comprised of faculty and students participated in this project by helping various nonprofit organizations develop Web sites so that they can broadcast their support for the 2012 Olympics.  The team included Dr. Dennis Anderson, Professor Nancy Hale, Dr. David Sachs, Professor Kitty Daniels, Dr. Pauline Mosley, and Babette Kronstadt and Sylvia Russakoff, director and co-director, respectively, of the Pace Computer Learning Center as well as CSIS students Pritesh Damani, Anthony Oren and Alicia Trotman among others.

Every nonprofit client has its own unique identity in terms of the culture and activities.  Thus, we learned new things from each.  Once the materials were received whether in the form of faxed documents, brochures or pictures with descriptions, we had to reexamine them and plan how they would be incorporated into the organization’s future Web site. One client in particular, the Hispanic American Sports Coalition, sent us much more information than what we asked for, but instead of overwhelming us it actually motivated us because we knew that with each new client we were contributing to the mission we had started.  We also had the task of choosing what should be included and what had to be omitted, a process which exemplified the difficulty in moving physical documents into a virtual arena (online). 


Since then, our team received roughly 220 more clients to potentially work with and new team members were added.  By the end of the fall semester, we had made significant progress and had contacted every single nonprofit organization at least once and set to work to develop eight Web sites.  In the spring, additional clients joined the project.

On March 25, 2004, the team hosted the “Nations of New York Kick-off Event” at Pace’s Midtown Center.  In attendance were the directors and members of NYC2012 as well as representatives of the nonprofits that we developed Web sites for.  The organizations included American Chinese Women’s Associations, American Irish Teachers Association, Asian American Consulting Services, Chay Pa Lou Community Center, Coalition of Korean American Social Services, Cultural Association of Bengal, Federation of Italian American Organization of Queens, Flatbush Haitian Center, German American Society of Westchester County, Hispanic American Sports Coalition, Hispanic Young People’s Alternatives, Korean American Association for Rehabilitation of the Disabled, Norwegian Folk Dance Society of New York, and Young Dancers in Repertory.

In the end, we learned a great deal from this experience.  Initially, we were nervous because we felt that the communication barrier would be great because of the diversity across the organizations.  However, those notions quickly faded once we spoke with the nonprofit representatives.  In fact, there were more similarities among them than we had thought; they were all dedicated to promoting an important cause and wanted the best for their organization.  As a whole, we are glad that we were part of this exciting effort and wish all the NYC2012 clients luck in their endeavors.  Hopefully, New York City will win the bid for the 2012 Olympics and all New Yorkers will be hosting this very special event in their own city!


