VERIZON CIO TO BE HONORED

by Kim Bendus, CSIS director of Development and Alumni/ae Relations
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This year on June 6th, 2005, the School of Computer Science and Information Systems (CSIS) at Pace University will be celebrating the 10th Annual Leadership and Service in Technology Award Reception.  American Express has generously agreed to host the event this year at their facility in the World Financial Center in downtown Manhattan.  We are thrilled to be honoring a true innovator in information technology and information systems, Dr. Shaygan Kheradpir who currently serves as the Chief Information Officer for Verizon Communications.  

Formerly the vice president for Information Technology, Enterprise Systems at GTE, a company he joined in 1987, Kheradpir has spent approximately five years with Verizon.  He was elevated to his current position in January of 2002 after joining Verizon as the president of the e-Business group in July of 2000.  In his current post, Kheradpir is responsible for information technology and e-business, information systems strategy, architecture, and corporate systems.  He is a senior member of the Institute of Electrical & Electronic Engineers and holds positions on the Sun Microsystems’ technology advisory council and the board of directors for the YMCA of Greater New York.  He also serves on the Electrical Engineering School advisory board at his alma mater, Cornell University, where he earned his bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral degrees.

Each year, CSIS has presented the Leadership and Service in Technology award to an individual or company that best exemplifies leadership in the field of technology, innovation in the application of technology to serve people, and commitment to community service and education.  Dr. Kheradpir’s distinguished career certainly makes him a deserving recipient of the honor this year.

The annual Award Reception serves as the primary fund-raiser for CSIS.  All proceeds from the event each year are used to support the CSIS Endowed Scholarship Fund and various CSIS innovative initiatives.  Each year, several of our students who rely on financial aid to complete their studies are awarded scholarships from this fund, and many of our programs and course offerings depend upon these resources as well.  So thank you from all of us here at CSIS to all of you who support the school, our initiatives, and our efforts.  We are looking forward to another successful event in June.  Details will be announced shortly so please check our website at www.csis.pace.edu for more information.  

