Pace University
School of Computer Science & Information Systems
Fall 2009

CIS 102X, CRN 71713
Information Technology for Strategic Community Planning


Wednesdays, 3:30-5:20PM
Room W200A, 1 Pace Plaza

Prof. Taylor

ataylor@pace.edu

163 William St, Room 202
212-346-1009

Office Hours:
Wed 11AM-1PM & Thu 12-3PM (and by appointment)

Course Description:
The vital work of community organizations is quickly being transformed by technology. Digital archiving and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are rapidly increasing productivity, enhancing strategic initiatives and creating greater access to historical and current information. For this course, the Seidenberg School has partnered with a non-profit organization to complete an actual community project, to illustrate to students how technology can greatly augment worthy society initiatives. This will be accomplished through a thorough understanding of how data is stored, related, filtered and retrieved to produce meaningful information. Students will be exposed to GIS and Digital Archiving as well as Database design, implementation and maintenance, all of which are in overwhelming demand in all sectors of the community. Students will also learn how cutting-edge technologies are used, including imaging equipment and global positioning systems. 

Students will learn about the importance of citizenship and leadership, whilst serving in the community. Students will learn the technical skills needed for the project during the scheduled weekly labs, and will then spend approximately 15 hours working in the field with their assigned community coordinators.
Discussion Board/Journal:

 A discussion board will exist and students are required to discuss their service learning experiences on a weekly basis in the form of an online journal. The discussion board will be moderated by the instructor; however, students are encouraged to raise important course-related and/or project-related issues.

Teams (if there is more than one community client):
Teams will be created and team members will be assigned specific roles, by their instructor. One of the main roles will be Project Manager. This person will have responsibility for being the point of contact for the organization. All correspondence with the community contact must be copied to the instructor. 

Evaluation:

The focus of the course is for students to learn about technologies that are vital to the development of community projects. Therefore, attendance and participation in class and in the community are paramount to receiving a good grade. Grading will be apportioned in the following manner:

Class Participation & Discussion





10%

Class Papers (2 in total)






20%

Discussion Board/Journal






25%

Community Service Participation





20%

Team/Individual Presentation






20%

Attendance








  5%

Required Texts:
1) Learning and Using Geographic Information Systems



By Wilpen L. Gorr and Kristen S. Kurland



Publisher: Thomson Course Technology



ISBN 0-619-21747-2




2) Access 2007 Introductory Concepts and Techniques




By Shelly, Cashman and Pratt




Publisher: Thomson Course Technology



ISBN 1-4188-4399-3
Prerequisite:

CIS 101 – Introduction to Computing
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