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Now that the semester is over and we are finished teaching the clients how to use the computer programs and applications we have been learning about for several months it’s time to look back and reflect and the overall experience. Coming into this class I was skeptical on how it would go and if it was the right class for me but now that it is over with, I can honestly say that it was definitely worth it and I’m glad that I stuck with it as a course. We didn’t know this group of kids and young adults that would be coming to see us every week and they didn’t know us, yet over a several week time period we got to know a few of them quite well and develop a bond with them through the programs we were teaching them. Some were a little quieter than others, and than others were very quick to open up and share some of there likes and hobbies with us.  Although some of them seemed like they weren’t interested in learning anything at all, through some careful working, you could get them to open up and be a little friendlier with you. I myself only taught two lessons and observed another, and for two of them I had the same client. His name was Jariel, and he was very quick to open up and was very friendly. He knew a lot about the computer programs that we were going to teach him so that made it easier on us. However, the other client was very quiet, it seemed like she didn’t want to be here but toward the end of the lesson you could see that she started to warm up a bit to both me and my partner. At the end, when the class went down to coachmen, Jariel came and sat with both Ryan and I, it was a good feeling to know that we had made some sort of bond with him and that he really appreciated what we did. After we had presented him with his award you could see the look of accomplishment that came across his face; it really feels good to know that we made a difference in his life. Seeing the environment in which the clients lived in was a whole other experience than having them come to us each week. We got to see where they came from, why they were coming to us and get a better understanding of who they are as a person. It isn’t their fault that they are there and for the most part a lot of them try and make the best despite the situation in which they are in. I think that Rich is a really great person; you can see that he definitely cares for those kids and really has a lot of heart in that program, as did the other counselors working with him. In the end, we still really don’t know what it’s like to be the clients, and we can’t get a complete understanding of where they come from, why they came to us, but we now know more than we did before and it’s a good feeling to know that we were able to make a difference.

As for the class, and the overall experience there, I really enjoyed learning about the programs that we covered and the material that we learned about. After taking two computer courses so far here at Pace, I can say that a career in computers might be in store for me in the future. 

