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This service learning course has really changed my perspective on older generations.  I never knew how interested they were in learning how to use the computer and the internet.  I have never really done any volunteer work so this was a change for me.  It made me feel good about myself to help other people who really want to learn, we were not forcing anything on the seniors that they didn’t want to learn, except for maybe the brain games software.  My senior, Judith, was only interested in writing and receiving emails.  She would get so excited when she received an email from one of her relatives.  I asked her if there was anything else she wanted to look up or research, but she was not very interested in anything else.  The only other thing I helped her with was to research some bed and breakfasts in Connecticut that she wanted to take her daughter and granddaughters to when they came to visit her.  Other than that she wasn’t too concerned with how the internet worked or what other features it had.  

I thought it was amazing how much knowledge these older adults have yet they can barely turn the computer on.  Using computers are like second nature to my generation so it was interesting to see the older adults try to adapt.  I felt like the hour we had with the older adults every week wasn’t enough.  Some of these seniors did not get the hang of using the mouse until the third or fourth week.  I also thought it was very interesting that one of our students, Mary Anne, was actually a college dean and has never worked a computer before.  That just goes to show how different things are today and how dependent we are on computers and the internet, I could not imagine a life without computers, and we use them everyday.  I found it humorous that some of the older adults get so jealous if another older adult gets something that they don’t.  They think they should get whatever everyone else is getting, no matter what it is.  When I was handing out surveys at the graduation to the older adults who have not filled them out yet, the other adults were getting so jealous because they felt like if one person was getting something they should get it too, even though they already filled one out.  My student, Judith, was very jealous when she noticed that I was with a different senior in the pictures on the slide show during the graduation.  She was not there the week that we took all of the pictures so she wasn’t able to be in any of them.  She felt like the student I helped that week was taking her place.

Overall I enjoyed this course very much and would recommend it to anyone.  It gives you a good feeling to help someone, especially and older adult that has never even turned a computer on before.  These older adults really want to learn how to use computers, mostly to keep in touch with loved ones.  Some were only interested in emailing while some wanted to search for poetry, restaurants in the area, weekend getaways, and just pictures of things they enjoy.  I also think the graduation is a very good idea because it gives the older adults a feeling of accomplishment and a chance to socialize with people they would not normally socialize with on a daily basis.

