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Both teaching and learning are two of the most significant elements in life.  This semester in CIS 102, I participated in going to a geriatric facility once a week on a weekly basis.  In doing so I had the opportunity to teach and assist an elderly woman by the name of Marie.  I showed her how to use basic computer skills such as accessing the internet, using a search engine, as well as viewing items for sale on eBay.  I felt that this class has given me the opportunity to realize that tasks that I may find very simple and easy may not be so simple and easy for another individual.  It is interesting because as much wisdom as the elderly have, they were not familiar with the computer to the extent of someone younger.  One reason is that none of the elderly people that our class worked with had access to a computer while growing up.

I feel that the reason that the seniors weren’t able to pick up the computer skills as quickly for the simple reason that it was a completely new and unaccustomed activity that they had never been introduced to.  I would compare it to learning a new language.

I learned many things from my experience at the geriatric center.  I learned patience, as well as discipline.  I had to be patient when teaching my senior and I had to understand that learning how to use the computer and its functions was in fact a new skill to them.  I feel that this experience taught me a lot.  Prior to signing up for Professor Coppolla’s CIS 102 class, I truly was in shock when I was informed as to what I would be participating in this semester.

Ultimately, this was truly an eye-opening experience.  I learned to be open-minded when entering an unfamiliar class.  I felt some self-gratitude after going though this experience at the geriatric center.  Knowing that I have enlightened someone else and impacted their life positively is truly something that I take pride in.

In conclusion, I had mixed feelings and reactions towards my experience at the geriatric facility.  Teaching my senior was very rewarding and I would recommend taking this class to another student.  I really learned a great deal in this class and absolutely have learned things that I can take with me for the rest of my life.
