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When I first came into this class I was skeptical about how the community partner aspect of it would turn out.  I am not a very shy person; however, I am also not a very community oriented individual.  I enjoy helping people and sometimes teaching, so I decided I’d step out of my comfort zone, so that I could have a new experience.  Little did I know that this simple task would actually make me more appreciating of everyday life.


The “student” I paired up with was Ms. Dyanne Byas who was under care at the Isabella Geriatric center.  Before I actually met her I thought she would be this boring old woman who didn’t have any interest in learning computers or technology.  I was dead wrong!  Dyanne has a young and extremely ambitious spirit and is so willing to learn.  She is also not old and in her early 50’s but her left arm is semi-paralyzed.  At our first meeting I explained to her who I was and what we would be doing together over the next 7 weeks.  She was so excited and started going on about wanting to learn power point and more about the Internet.  I explained to her that we would have plenty of time to play around with many programs and do some fun activities.  


As the weeks passed, we got closer and I would say we became good friends.  Not only was I teaching but I was also learning a lot about life through her wisdom.  I would say that into our third week, she told me that she is actually writing a book about her son who was murdered, and trying to get into college for her Masters degree in Social Work.  I was absolutely shocked!  The ambition that surrounds this woman was something I had never experienced before.  She had told me that she already received information from Fordham University and Hunter College and that she would like to get started on a Hunter application.  What better way to teach her the Internet and be productive!  So, we started and ended up completing her online application to Hunter and printed out her FAFSA form so that she could receive financial aid.  She is waiting for a response and will hopefully be attending this coming Spring 2009 semester as a graduate in the school of social work at Hunter!  In the midst of this we also created a g-mail account for her so that she could receive updates from the college as to her status.  I really give her credit; in her 50’s she is a woman who doesn’t want to stop learning for a minute!  She filled out her application online with the guidance of my partner Luisa and myself; she completed it with ease (and with one hand!).


My partner and I wanted to actually help her type up and learn how to use word for her book because she is writing it all out, and every time she makes a mistake or wants to take out a word or idea, she rewrites the entire thing over again!  We figured that using word would help her out tremendously because she could move and delete anything she wanted to.  Unfortunately, she had given her book to someone to read, and didn’t get it back in time for us to even start.  However, we did show her how to open word, cut and paste sentences and phrases and how to align her paper and margins.  She was so excited and could not wait to get started on it.


As we came closer and closer to our last class together, I felt like I wanted to do so much to help her achieve her goals.  Sadly, everything comes to an end, and at our last class Dyanne was beyond upset.  She stated, “You guys are my inspiration and I look forward to our time together every week.  I am so sad that they are taking you away from me!”  Tears built up in all of our eyes, and I couldn’t believe we actually touched her life so much because I actually felt like she impacted my life even more than I did hers.  I really feel that Dyanne is MY inspiration.  She taught me that you could achieve what you want in life as long as you have her kind of inspiring ambition and hunger to learn.  Dyanne is an amazing woman and I really wish more people could meet her and get to know her as Luisa and I did over this seven-week period.  I wish our time together would have been longer, but she will definitely always be my own inspiration to do the best I can for others and myself.  I am glad that I met Dyanne, because she really did change my life and outlook on my existence.

1

