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	During my time in CIS 102T, I had a great expericence.  When I registered for the class, I thought it would be a easy class and not much to do.  After the first class, I found out it was going to be a lot of work.  For the good.  We had many assignments.  These included weekly write-ups of the chapters we were assigned, weekly meetings with our student, and blog write ups.  Everything was basically easy for me.  Teaching our student was the challenge we had.
	Our student is quadriplegic.  According to Merriam Webster, quadriplegic is paralysis caused by illness or injury to a human that results in the partial or total loss of use of all of their limbs and torso.  Along with this, she was unable to speak.  A machine was connected to her throat which controls her breathing.  Going into this project we knew it was going to be difficult.
	The first day at Isabella’s was very simple.  It was our orientation.  My partner, Jesus, and I read a passage and answered a few questions.  That was our test and we were done for the day.  For some reason we were not given a tour of the building.  We later learned that we didn’t need a tour.  We only stayed on 2 floors.  We were not aware of our student till the following week.  Due to issues they had there.
	The next week, we meet our student for the first time.  Our student’s name is Madera.  She is actually younger than a lot of the students.  She is in her upper 30’s. The reason she is in the center is because she is a quadriplegic. This means she is paralyzed from the neck and below.  She was also unable to speak because she had a tube attached to her neck.  We knew right then that this was going to be very difficult.
	Jesus and I brainstormed many ideas including a headstrap, EyeGaze, Dragon Naturally Speaking, and a device where you use your breath to move the mouse.  We first tried for the low budget ideas because it would be difficult to obtain the expensive ones.  The headstrap was not going to work because she has a weak neck.  Next, Dragon Naturally speaking wasn’t going to work either because she isn’t able to speak correctly.  We were left we two devices which was Eyegaze, this devices allows you to control the movement of the mouse by using your eyes. This device ranged from $8,000 to $14,000.  Unfortunately, we were unable to obtain this device because she was under a certain benefits programs that wouldn’t allow her to obtain it.  This was the same issue with the breathing device.  
	After attempting many ways to help Madera, we spoke with a technician who is very knowledgeable in this area.  We had a long talk and we basically ended up in the same spot we started.  We needed to get the eyegaze.  The bad side, we weren’t able to get it.  Sadly, this is where we called it quits. It was the last week and we weren’t able to help after all the efforts we made.
	On December 14th, we held our graduation for the students.  I was really happy to see my peers and there students.  I felt really great to be a part of this project but at the same time disappointed.  The reason I say this is because I wasn’t able to help my student.  Even with all the obstacles, I had a great experience and learned a lot.   
	
