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The past several weeks have been quite an experience. I will admit it that the main reason I registered in this intergenerational computing class was to fulfill a credit requirement within my major, I looked at the list of options and this class looked the most interesting. The first day of class excited me greatly as the schedule for the next 16 weeks was reviewed; the entire class was actually to be based in the subject field (United Hebrew Geriatric Center).
Visiting UH the first day brought me back to a very happy point in my life, a time when my grandparents were still alive. After my grandparents died I had very little interaction with senior citizens and with the small interactions I had with various members of UH I had a heart-warming feeling. After the tour I realized how great the elderly could be, it put me into a trance where I told myself that I had to make sure that I would make a positive role within the center.
As the class sessions proceeded I began to learn more and more about senior citizens such as how they act, their interests, physical issues they might have, hand eye coordination and the list goes on. Throughout all of the sessions our group in Willow Towers observed that e-mail is the most important to them. Every class session we would review e-mail for at least ten to thirty minutes. The explanation for the importance of e-mail is simple, they see e-mailing as a very fast, direct, and free way to communicate with their loved ones; many claimed it would eliminate the need to physically write a letter and mail it. As classes progressed a switch flipped inside me, why not make computing easier for the elderly? I then came up with my term project of enhancing accessibility for the elderly whom I believe could benefit senior citizens greatly. As a business student I also saw this opportunity as a new product market for senior citizens, every business teacher I’ve had preaches on focusing around baby boomers; why not pursue something in that line and incorporate my interest of computers?
Overall I enjoyed this experience at the UHGC if I had the opportunity I would defiantly do it again. The members and students I met in Willow Towers will never be forgotten, hopefully I can go back to the center and visit everyone. I believe this class gives much more excitement and meaning to the life of a senior citizen, many functions improve in terms of physical and cognitive issues I can certainly see some sort of groundbreaking discovery in the future. I would like to thank Dr. Coppola for everything she has done throughout the semester, she is a stand up women and came through every time she was needed wither it be early morning or late night.
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