Ray DeFeis--- Reflection Paper


The experiences and opportunities I have had teaching seniors computers have been priceless.  I have learned so much about the seniors, students, teaching, planning, and so much more that will help me in my future.  There were many meaningful experiences that are worth reflecting.	 
Each day I learned something new in my student teaching experience and I constantly found myself giving a helping hand to the seniors in need. My first class I thought would be tough, but the seniors turned out to be very enthused about the class so that helped a lot.  I never got to really help seniors before so getting the opportunity to teach them something I know well, made me feel good about myself. I felt I was giving back to the community.    
	The progress of the students was very exciting to watch throughout the weeks.  Several times I used a pre-test before class, which consisted of a walk through of the basics to see if they were up to par after the previous week. This would give me an idea of what students were familiar and not familiar with.  After going through those steps I would decide which areas to emphasize according to what the seniors already knew or did not know.  While teaching the information I would informally assess student learning through oral questioning. This worked very well. As I would have my student for that day write down notes on what I thought was an importance to computer learning.
	During this experience I feel that my philosophy on teaching has changed a lot.  I think of myself as a student learning something I do not know.  It takes time and practice to do well in that area of work you might not know well.  So as a teacher you need patience as well as skills to teach in a timely and cooperative manner.  You need to 

establish a positive learning environment where any student would feel comfortable to be themselves and learn in their own way.  Every senior student has different needs that work to make instruction meet their needs and to make the geriatric center a welcoming place to learn.  In my experience teaching a few different seniors, I worked on implementing a variety of teaching methods in order to reach as many seniors as I could in order for them to enjoy their learning experience.
	Unfortunately our world today is so fast-paced.  So in order to teach seniors computers you need teach them technology in small gradual steps since most of them have never even turned on a computer screen. I was very impressed after the sixth week though. Through my own observation, the majority of seniors had a knack for the internet as well as Microsoft word. They were also very excited to be making greeting cards for their family members as the Thanksgiving Holiday approached.  		 
	 I learned a great deal during my student teaching experience that will benefit me in the future. I was able to learn from every moment I was observing, teaching, planning, and reflecting. This class offers a lot to the students as well as the seniors who get the opportunity to work with Pace. The seniors looked forward every week to see us and learn from us. It gave them something to feel good about.  They felt a feeling of accomplishment when they came to class and later received there diplomas. Even my classmates and I had a feeling of achievement by helping these seniors. I hope this class grows to become not just part of Pace but part of the world. It is a great opportunity to give back to the community and teach elders how to use technology of the future.	




