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Volunteering at a nursing home is one thing I can definitely say was not in my plans for this semester. As I was taken aback by what this class entailed, I felt comforted because community service is something I always think about doing. I volunteered at a soup kitchen once and it was one experience that definitely changed my ways of thinking. I often think about the volunteering and helping I would love to, but want to make enough money to actually make a bigger difference one day. I am far more satisfied by giving things in life over receiving. I find the most satisfaction out of helping people and giving. It is a trait that I had noticed being gained over my years in college. Working at The Hallmark was one of the most satisfying experiences at Pace and I am thankful that I made mistakes with my AOK classes which led to my advisor signing me up for this class. 
 After the first meeting at The Hallmark, I was doubtful that I would click with a senior given there were so many students. When it came time to choose one of the seniors that had briefly introduced themselves, I looked around and everyone had seemed so paired off. However, I looked to my left and an adorable little old woman was looking right at me. I took that opportunity as soon as I saw her and walked straight towards her. She smiled and held out her warm hand telling me her name was Pauline Lockman. She said she thought I was very pretty and nice and would like to work with me. I felt very comforted by Pauline’s handshake and energy. We made our schedule to meet every Monday’s and that is where our friendship began.
I came every Monday to Pauline, but sometimes we had to reschedule because she had doctor appointments. Every week she would greet me with her specially made coffee and we would work on the computer. As the 2nd and 3rd meeting rolled around, I could see Pauline getting more comfortable and I was as well. She began cracking jokes about her small computer skills and it made the experience with her all the more interesting. Joking around with her literally made my day each time that I saw her. We got closer as the weeks went on and I truly wanted to know more about her.
I asked her to write about herself for homework and I would do the same and then we could switch and know more about each other, but she wasn’t too fond of the idea. At first, I presumed that maybe she did not care to know about me, but that was far from it. Pauline Lockman had actually been a survivor of the Holocaust. I was astonished when I saw the scar on her arm from getting the numbers removed. When she told me a small background of herself in the beginning of our sessions, I had thought about her being a part of that also given that she was Jewish, so when she told me I was actually not 100% surprised. I sort of knew already, but desperately want to know more about her. She claims her life is not that great to speak about, but I told her she should always remember her story is one of great strength –especially for a lovely woman such as herself.
Meeting Pauline changed my life. I am still emailing with her even after the sessions have finished. We will meet when we can and communicate via email so that she can still practice her typing along with still keeping in touch with me. I am very grateful I met that woman because going to her apartment every week, just spending moments with her and seeing her get excited and what not…. Was the biggest thrill for me. It literally changed my life, so Thank You Dr. Coppola, I can never thank you enough for giving me this experience and you will never truly know how much it has touched my life.
 

