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	This class was absolutely nothing like I believed it was going to be. From the first day of class, however, I soon learned that it was going to be much more difficult than I had anticipated. I had heard about this Intergenerational Computing class through a friend of mine, and she very highly recommended that I take it for my AOK1 class. Once I signed up and was sitting in the classroom on the first day, I realized that there was going to be a lot of work involved with it. I went to the Hallmark, solely with the intention of doing my term project there and doing my weekly work with Mazii (an intergenerational computing non-profit organization). After being at The Hallmark for orientation, I had found someone who was interested in working with me. How could I say no? So I signed up for weekly sessions with my first older adult, Gilda. The next week when I came in, I met Larry, my second older adult at the Hallmark that wanted to work together.
	Going into the Hallmark the first week was a bit intimidating. I wasn’t entirely sure what to expect with my students and how smoothly the lessons would go. To my surprise, however, it was very entertaining and exciting. As I started my first lesson with Gilda, I soon realized that these lessons were going to challenging but a lot of fun. I was genuinely surprised at how excited both my adults were to be learning the basics of the computer. The eagerness rubbed off on me and our lessons became a very fun and friendly experience. It almost seemed as though I wasn’t teaching them how to use the computer but we were just enjoying each other’s company. Gilda always had a smile on her face while we were together. We would work really hard at many different things from the hardware to the software of the computer. I was impressed by the amount of notes that Gilda took during our lessons.
	My lessons with Larry were very different from my lessons with Gilda, although equally as good. I started my first session with Larry late, because I had met him the week after I met Gilda. From the start, Larry was set on getting a webcam. He has a Macbook G4, which does not have a webcam built right in, so this was the perfect opportunity to teach Larry the basics of the internet, and different search engines, such as Yahoo! And Google. We ended up finding the perfect camera on Amazon for what Larry was looking for (a basic webcam just for Skyping with family) and we ordered it. It was really touching to see how excited Larry was about simply being able to buy a webcam online.
	As the weeks went on with Gilda and Larry and the more we talked and shared, not only about the computer but about different things in our lives, I started to really realize the impact that these classes were having on them. Not only were they able to better use and understand the computers they owned, but they were better able to stay in contact with loved ones in their life. It’s quite amazing being a part of that. Teaching Larry and Gilda how to Skype and being able to help them see family and friends across the country, which they’d normally see maybe once a year, is very overwhelming. It’s a great feeling to help out, especially when it’s so easy for people my age. We take this technology for granted and don’t realize that there’s a whole demographic of people out there who have the means to learn this technology. These classes really played a major role in Larry and Gilda’s life. Not only was it a learning experience for them both but it was also a social experience. It was great getting together each week and sharing new stories with each other. It’s really like I made a few new friends.
	Alongside the Hallmark, I also worked with the non-profit organization, Mazii. This was an entirely different experience than working at the Hallmark. At this organization, I, along with 2 other people held a two hour class where we taught the basics of a computer. In this class, there was anywhere between 12 and 16 people a week. Working at Mazii was such a great experience. Being a non-profit organization, funds were limited and resources (computers) were also limited. We broke the class up into smaller groups and had 3 or 4 people working on a computer. One of the most memorable experiences during the classes was the class when we created an email account for all the students. It may seem insignificant, but when everyone in the class exchanged email addresses, it was now a way for all of us to stay in contact with each other throughout the week when we didn’t have class. It did take a while to create the accounts and I was a bit surprised at the different difficulties we encountered while creating them, but the result of having everyone connected and seeing each person’s face and excitement of having an email was amazing. They now could also stay in contact with family and loved ones so much easier now and many of the students talked about the different people they needed to get email addresses from so they could stay in touch.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This class was so beneficial and rewarding it’s hard to put into words. The impact these classes have had is indescribable. After these lessons, the possibilities are endless for my adults, and seeing them realize all that is at their fingertips is inspiring. It’s so rewarding being able to help someone out so much by doing so little. I was so lucky to be able to be a part of this class because I wasn’t only just teaching them, they were teaching me many things as well. This class and these lessons helped create new friends; friends from different generations. Moving forward, I plan to continue working with Mazii and helping out in any way I can, because now I see and truly understand what a class like this can do to change a person’s life. There are those rare opportunities in one’s life when they are put in situations where they are able to create a difference, and luckily I was able to do this and continue to do it, even after the class is over. I am so very thankful for being a part of this class because these lessons that I’ve learned will stay with me throughout my life. This is a class that I will recommend to all my friends because I want other people to be able to experience the gratification of participating in something like this, like I was able to.

