To be completely honest, my work at Hallmark went as I expected it would and my perception of seniors and my desire, or lack thereof, to be active in the gerontechnology movement is unchanged. At the beginning of the semester I anticipated that seven computer lessons would only be enough to confuse and frustrate the seniors, and based on the “progress” made with my seniors I was correct.
At the start Evelyn knew a little about the computer, especially email, and after the class email was still all she really knew how to use. The other things that we covered, such as open office, copy/paste from internet, facebook, were still pretty foreign to her. In her case, I think the reason is that she didn’t really care to learn anything more, as at the beginning of the semester she told me she joined to learn how to compose an email instead of always replying. For this reason she didn’t practice the other stuff on her own and she simply forgot it by the time we met the next time, despite having taken notes (and me writing notes down for her), and to be honest I found this a bit rude as I was going out of my way, for free, to teach her lessons (at least as far as she was concerned). However, even if Evelyn would have been truly motivated to learn the computer, I’m not sure how successful I could have been in just seven lessons. At her age she seems very forgetful and gets confused very easily when learning new, foreign material. I think she would need much more frequent sessions in order to be successful. 
Joan was a little different. At the beginning she knew absolutely nothing, and by then end she was sort of able to use facebook and gmail, but not really. During out last session she was very confused, thinking that gmail and facebook were somehow the same thing and unable to navigate them in any useful way. Like Evelyn, Joan did not practice outside of our lessons, but I’m not sure if she would have been able to practice much without me there because everything was so new to her. Seven lessons simply are not enough to teach more than one very, very basic computer skill to an average senior. I think Joan could have really learned to understand email if I was there to work with her a few times a week.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I realize that my analysis of the situation is based on a very small sample set, but I don’t think it is a stretch to generalize my conclusion that more lessons are needed for the average senior. I should also add that results might have been better if the seniors truly wanted to do the lessons and learn the computer. Allowing them to have the lessons for free invites anyone, serious or not, to sign up. I think if they had to pay for the lessons they would be much more likely to put forth more effort, and the ones who aren’t serious wouldn’t sign up in the first place. 


