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Final Reflection


The past few weeks have been quite interesting for me. The time didn’t go as it was suppose to but I can say it went well. As I signed up to this class there was some kind of University error and I ended up coming to class a little later then everyone else in the semester. Every student was given two seniors to teach during the semester, but I had more than two because I was like a substitute teacher for the seniors when my other colleges were out. I associated with at least five different seniors and they all were interesting in their own way.

When I went to see my first senior I was a bit nervous because I didn’t really know how the whole teaching thing has to work. I never thought a stranger anything and I can say that teaching your own grandma is very different then teaching a stranger, just because you don’t know how the person might react to you. But my first experience went pretty well I can say, even though I had to help the senior work a problem with web TV which I didn’t know anything about until I got to her apartment and I had to figure out how it works first myself and then I was able to show her how it works.

My project for the class is teaching seniors how to use Skype and I ran into a rude senior. I guess it doesn’t really matter senior or not people are people some are rude some are nice and etc. She wanted to do the Skype program with us but she did not take basic computing class with us so she did not understand computers at all. So when I started to explain to her some computer basics she was being rude and saying that she does not really need to know that and all she wants is to us Skype and I had a hard time explaining to her that she can’t use Skype if she does not basic computer knowledge.  I guess she didn’t really liked it when someone was telling her what needs to learn or maybe she just didn’t want to be thought but I went over the basics with her and helped her set up an email address that she was refusing to do, it took me a while to explain to her that without a email address you cannot have a Skype account. 

 Another thing I encountered is that these seniors are alone. Their families don’t really call them much or come visit them. With all the seniors I talked to I got the same response about their children that they are very busy with their work. Even though the senior’s children are doctors or just very successful pupils, I feel they can find some time for their older parents. All these seniors have is pretty much all the event they have for them at Hallmark and communicating with each other. So what we as University student are doing   is helping some of these seniors not only learning how to use a computer but also spending some time with them. Even though for some seniors learning how to use the computer and the internet is a way to keep in touch with other people outside the Hallmark and to some seniors its way to keep in touch with their families that are not in the New York area. 
Overall majority of the seniors that I helped or thought were grateful. I can say that all of them wanted to learn the internet. When I asked what you would like to go over they all say internet. I guess a lot of them like the email and Google search engine. A lot of them like to try shopping online but I don’t think they are ready for something like that, only after one semester. I had a couple of seniors that liked painting and playing FreeCell but majority of them all liked the internet.  I think it’s important for everyone to learn how to use the computer and the internet it’s how the whole world works today and from working with the seniors this semester it’s not so hard to teach them, they pick up quite fast.                     

