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 	Growing up in my household, I never had to experience living or dealing with an elderly person. Both of grandfathers passed away before I was born and both grandmothers live in Ecuador-to which I see very rarely. My mom, who goes to Ecuador frequently to see my grandmother, would compare senior citizens or elderly people to newborn babies. I never understood the comparison or what she meant by it until I had to work at United Hebrew Geriatric Center in New Rochelle, NY. I did not know what to expect, such as if the student and I would get along, what if they are irritable, or if they do not understand me, etc. Nevertheless, it turned out to be an amazing experience that are loss-for-words and will always remember.
 The beginning of the semester was quite chaotic in the sense that the students were being separated among Pace and Monroe teachers. Another factor of the chaos was that the students always were “busy” and had something to do-bingo, a meeting, playing cards, etc-something was always important to them. Within the first week I had Evelyn, Ethyl Levy, Carmine Roberto, and Claire Hirsh. Eventually Evelyn was getting sick and would miss lessons and Ethyl would forget, so therefore both were moved to the later afternoon teachers, and left with just Carmine and Claire. 
Carmine had been taking classes with Pace students in the previous semesters. He knew how to turn on and off the computer, had an e-mail account set up, and how to access the internet. His goal this semester was to learn how to type better and faster. I would find typing tests online for him to take, as well have him copy sentences from books or newspaper. He had a deformed finger from when he injured himself a few years ago in which it made it difficult for him to type without making a mistake. Carmine always asked questions and had me write step-by-step processes of what we were doing. When he would finish a task without any mistakes, him and I would both jump for joy and laugh together. He learned how to go into Microsoft Word and how to save and open a file. I looked forward to teaching him because there was always something new or had a question for me, even though sometimes it would be a repetitive question. Carmine would also seem excited to see me too because he couldn’t wait to tell me how well he was doing, just like a child telling his mother what a good job he did in school. 
 	Claire was new to the program and had never used a computer in her life. She and her husband moved up from Florida to New Rochelle because her husband got ill and needed to be closer to her children. She would tell me stories about her family and how they come to see them frequently. They have been married close to about 50 years. Teaching her would definitely required patience because she was so new to the world of computers. We first started playing solitaire so that she would get the hang of using the mouse. Ironically she never liked solitaire until now. After a while, I found some games online for her to play so she can keep practicing. We really did not get much further than learning the mouse because she was having difficulty using it and there times she could not make it either. However, she and her husband are the kindest and friendliest couple. 
	I have been grateful to be a part of such a great experience. At the beginning of the semester I was not sure what to expect and had different views about the elderly. I guess what my mom was trying to tell me was that to work with elderly people you are going to need patience because they do not understand things as quickly anymore, you have to repeat things over and over, and write things down for them because they might forget. They also get frustrated with themselves if they do not get something right, but you have to encourage them at all times. For those that are taking part of this project next semester, I recommend being opened minded and take advantage of the learning experience for the time being, especially if you do not have grandparents. This is definitely a class that I would recommend to all students. 
