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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Over these past fourteen weeks, I have learned more about myself by teaching another person then I ever thought possible.   I realized a lot about my patience and tolerance and I especially enjoyed creating a friendship with someone from another generation.   You do not realize how much you can learn by teaching someone else.  This course was a great opportunity and I do not know how else I would have gotten this chance without being a part of the course.   I was surprised by how eager the older adults were to be a part of the program because my grandmother has absolutely no interest in computers and online communication.  It was a pleasure to see my older adults communicating with family members and receiving pictures via e-mail.  
	My older adult that stayed with me throughout the course was Doreen Epstein.   She is full of humor and made me laugh every time we met.  I remember during one session she wanted to share with me a funny clip she had watched on YouTube from Jimmy Kimmell Live.    She was very eager to show me and watching the enjoyment on her face was delightful.  Doreen was surprised by how much she could access on the internet.  While we were together we set up a Netflix, Ebay, and YouTube account.  She really expanded her interest online and it was great to see that.   The fact that I was able to help her and share in her enjoyment was a great experience.   Doreen is not your typical elderly person and it was great working with her, it really opened my eyes to how different people are and how there is no set description on how an older adult should be. 	
	Unfortunately, I was not able to keep a consistent second senior for the semester.  However, I got the opportunity to meet with two other seniors for a short time.  First I met with Roz; she was energetic and so excited to communicate with her children and grandchildren.  She had an iPad and although she was skeptical at first, she began to love it.  Her favorite part was the pictures she received from family members, which I enjoyed as well.  Second I got to meet with Sylvie.   Although it was only one lesson, I was able to teach her something useful.   She wanted to learn how to store favorites so that she could remember what sites she had liked.  There are so many useful tools to help older adults, and it was great that I could be the person to make Sylvie aware of them.  She was already good with the computer, and I was able to give her a little bit more information.  
	All my seniors were sweethearts and so eager to learn.  There enthusiasm made me even more enthusiastic about the project.   The graduation ceremony was especially touching.  Although my senior was not able to attend, it was nice to see all the other seniors and hear the appreciation they had for the course.  Everyone seemed to connect with their senior not only as a teacher but also as a friend.  I feel this is rare and just shows the quality of this particular class.  None of the seniors had any negative things to say, the only thing negative was their sadness that the course is over.  Most of them were eager for the course to start again, and their enthusiasm is remarkable.  I am very close with my Grandma and if I could enroll her in this course I certainly would.   It was a ceremony filled with laughter and heartwarming memories that I will always remember.  They were so grateful and that made the whole experience worthwhile.  If I had the opportunity to return to Hallmark and continue teaching the older adults I would do so.  The course was much more than an academic requirement; it was an experience to remember. 
	
  









