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                 This experience working with the elderly has been most rewarding but most of all it has been influential on my own life. In my opinion I believe that the elderly are seen as past members of society contributing once to society and that their not as beneficial to modern day society. I disagree however because their past is what helps us to understand the future, to help change and alter things as we go. Our younger generation fail to recognize the importance of the elderly because they are what was but they also provide us with what can be through their experiences. My senior Adele Kapplan was a heartwarming, eager to learn woman and although her disabilities crippled her, her spirit enliven her sight. Our journey to the computer world was a task at hand. Her sight impairment was the evil master encrypting our path to understanding and using the computer. There were many times I felt incapable of defeating this impairment but looking at Adele’s face it was impossible to just give up on her. It was difficult, figuring new ways that would help her to see more efficiently because there weren’t as many adjustments that could be done to cater to every problem she faced. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]          There were some days that the computer was down and we conversed throughout that time, that’s when I really began to understand and see how influential this course was. Adele was a past Dean of Student Affairs at Rutgers University, her sight disabled her but it did not disable her mind. Through our sessions we were able to change the settings on the desktop to meet with her sight needs, like a black background with white text and we were able to open and use different search engines such as “Google”. Our sessions began to grow outside of our path to the computer world; she brought my sight back in being aware of what was out there. Through our conversations and her helpful advice, I learned the importance of being involved, of being aware of current events and things that happened in the world. She could hardly differentiate the print on the paper and yet I had perfect vision and failed to open the paper.
  Many of the problems she faced opened my eyes to a newer perspective on life because Adele is an elderly but a special one because of her sight impairment. Some of her daily tasks are a challenge, getting into the elevator, reading the news papers and just moving from one place to another.
                                 I appreciated this experience more than I ever thought I would, I had no expectation of what I would gain or benefit from this class but not just helping my elderly benefited me but rather taking the time to give myself to someone who may need it. I think that the seniors needed us as guidance but we needed them just as much to help bring us back to being humble and be appreciative for what we were given. Through this course I was able to learn several things: I re- familiarized myself with changing various settings on the computer, being able to teach my senior in a way that would be understandable for her and not be overbearing, I learned patience and respect for her knowledge and to take in mind her considerations along with mine and lastly having an open mind to my senior that she knew just as much as I did or more. 
        In concluding, I am very grateful for this experience and it has taught me to keep an open mind to new things and new people and to always remember that as young as you may be there is always more to learn from those before you. I also fully support this course because it was a hundred percent influential in on hand learning that as a student you cannot receive by just opening a text book. I would encourage anyone who is looking for an experience beyond the classroom and wants a program that makes them feel as though they are giving back in some way.  Despite the perception that older people are boring and uninteresting, the course was satisfying in every way and I believe that more students should take this course in order to disregard that common miss-conception about the elderly. This course would impact the younger generation in a way that no text book or power-point presentation can. 

