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During the several weeks that I have had the pleasure of teaching a senior citizen, my perspective has changed on how I view older adults. Just by seeing the older adults at the Hallmark was rewarding because they all were enthusiastic and cheerful. Even though they were considered physically old they still engaged in fun activities and still wanted to learn new things and just keeping on enjoying their lives. I am young and sometimes I think I am old compare to some of the older adults because they have adventures and they are just rejuvenating to be around.  You cannot help but have a genuine upbeat attitude when you’re around them.
I had the pleasure of teaching Rosalyn Carlin. She is the nicest person you could ever meet. She is just enthusiastic about everything and she is just grateful for what others do for her. A very surprising thing about Roz is that she has an iPad, could you believe it. The first time I meet her she just slowed walked in slowly with her iPad under her arm and I couldn’t believe it. As we started she wanted nothing else but to send emails. At first she was frustrated and disgruntled because she couldn’t send emails on her own but that soon changed.   
Over the past weeks, she became a phenomenon. She did a complete 360 once she started sending emails to children and they replied back. She had this new outlook on the iPad and her attitude completely changed in having the opportunity to engage in something memorable with her family. She valued sending emails more than anything else because that was all she wanted to do even though the iPad can be used for many more things. It showed me that she really valued her family in taking the time and work to learn something that was difficult just to be able to be on a similar page with them.
As the teaching progressed, both Roz and I became more that a teacher and student but friends. We definitely acted like we are friends because we shared such valuable and memorable time with each other that we will not soon forget. One would say that we have created that unbreakable bond found in very strong and meaningful friendships.
During the sessions with Roz, many things became apparent to me. In teaching Roz how to send emails, she was completely amazed by how the iPad made typing easier than doing it on a type writer. By the way, she was secretary and is familiar with the type write. Something as simple as the cursor moving automatically to a new line when typing completely amazed her and I was shocked because I thought many people would know about this. It was not the case because Roz did not. It took her a while to break the habit of hitting the return key whenever she wants to start a new line. Moreover in the sessions that followed after, she was amazed every time the cursor would automatically go to a new line. This definitely showed me the value of the simple things in life.
In teaching Roz, I noticed that she was teaching me as well. She loves to share her life experiences and gives amazing advice. She has become a person that I can talk to if I am having a problem and it shows the value we both have for each other. I never thought that I would grow on Roz and that she would grow on me in just the short time we spent together in teaching her. 
The teaching process is very different for older adults. With Roz I made many repetitions again and again so she can learn the process of creating emails. She also did not understand the way I would explain some of material in working with the iPad so I would have to try different ways in explaining the material to her. Using images helped a lot because it was easy for Roz to make the connection between a picture and the function of an app than reading the words at times. In teaching Roz I had to take a different approach when the current approach was not effective enough. I kept it simple with her as well in just teaching her what she needs to know to send emails without any unnecessary material. The biggest attribute to have when teaching an older adult is patience and more patience. Roz was never in a rush and took her time learning how to send emails. Patience is definitely a virtue and you must have patience when teaching older adults because being rush to complete or learn something makes you frustrated and would not take away as much as you possible can from the learning experience. It definably paid off when Roz started sending emails on her own.
Roz showed me that a person is never too old to learn something new. Although she struggled, she was sill determined and showed the perseverance needed to achieve her goal. This was not only with Roz but with the other seniors as well. Walking into the room was like walking into an actual classroom where learning was all around. It was an intellectual atmosphere and no one could have disagreed. Roz was just amazing in learning how to send emails in such a short time and she praised me on how smart I was in knowing how to use the device well, when I thing I am just the average user. My eyes were definitely open to the fact that what we perceive as simple and easy, the older adults found it complicated and needed the right amount of time and encouragement to learn the material.
What more can I say more than the experience was wonderful and it has been one of my best since I have been at Pace. Roz was just a pleasure because she always thanked me for taking time with her and just being there with her. We were just comfortable with each other and sometimes we would take a little time out to joke around and have a little fun. This was definitely a class I looked forward to because each day brings a new twist and a surprise. For anyone who wants to work with the elderly especially when it comes to teaching, they are the best to work with and the smiles on their faces are just rewarding enough. I felt the great pleasure of passing on knowledge to someone else and I will always be willing to do it again and again.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Although we were having fun, time was upon us and it was time for graduation. The graduation was wonderful and hearing the seniors speak about how well the experience was and how much they have learned just made me want to do it again. They have learned so much and are becoming independent in using the computer that just hearing the word puts a smile on their face because they can just log on to send emails or browse the web. The graduation has also give me a self of accomplishment where I started engaging in the service learning because it was part of the class to actually putting my full effort into making sure my student learns and take something away from the experience. The praise we received from the seniors was overpowering because they thanked us and thanked us over and over again. The overall experience has no words to describe. I want to take the opportunity to thank Professor Coppola establishing the program and give us youngsters the ability to engage in such an undertaking that have become a valuable life experience.

	

