Ebony Fraser
            Keeping up with this class was not easy but it was worth every second. This experience has really opened my eyes to just how important technology is to all generations and the benefit of taking time to teach those willing to learn. You teach yourself by teaching others so I must say I took a great deal of information with me by the time of the seniors’ graduation. The smiles on their faces and the enthusiasm in their voices let me know that they enjoyed the precious moments we spent together just as much as I did. They showed up on time every week ready to work which made me even more excited to come to United Hebrew week after week.
            United Hebrew was such a lovely place with incredible staff who worked so hard with us to provide a comfortable space to teach the seniors. The seniors looked forward to coming every Tuesday and were so willing to learn whatever they could. Although I worked with a few elders, the main elder I worked with was Harold Schwartz. Harold was such a very kind man who had difficulty remembering what he learned week by week because of his Alzheimer’s but he did a phenomenal job each week. A majority of the teachings were repetitive but by the end of each class session he was able to walk me through what we did so I knew he was getting something out of it.
Harold was not the least bit interested in email because he didn’t know anyone who used it, so we did other things instead. He wanted to become more familiar with the keyboard so he wrote things like his name, his telephone number, and headlines to the newspapers that he brought to class with him. He also learned how to find the Internet, type in web addresses, and surf the Google and Yahoo search engines. Harold and I also played memory games together, he located the calendar and typed in his birthday, I took him to the website of the newspaper he was reading to show him he can access it from online, and it was fun every step of the way. 
The creation of the Telikin was brilliant. Using the Telikin made it easier for Harold to compute than the regular computer. He was able to find the different tools such as the web, the calendar and the games faster and more efficiently than on the regular computer. The Telikin provides a lot more visual aids and bigger icons so the seniors were able to access the different programs it had more independently than the regular computer so they loved it. I would recommend the Telikin for any senior who wants to invest in a computer. Even if the senior does not like the touch screen component or wanted to use the mouse they can because it comes with a mouse as well. 
Graduation day was a better turn out than what I expected. It was great to see them in high spirits about how much they learned because it is important to know that seniors have a feeling of accomplishment. Hearing what they had to say when they were given their diplomas was touching and it made me feel a sense of accomplishment as well. The class really came together to decorate, the refreshments looked and tasted great, and the directors of United Hebrew seemed very satisfied with what we had done. The slideshow was great too; the pictures came out so nice. 
Going to Osbourne to teach Facebook was a great experience too. They were clueless about what a computer even was so my group had to build our way up to teaching them Facebook but it was worth it. They came with questions and on top of us meeting our goal, they learned things that they wanted to learn as well. Going to Osbourne further helped me to see that seniors just want young people to help them through, someone to laugh with, and show them love. They all had funny stories and were very appreciative so for me, it was more than just teaching facebook.
Working with the seniors was a pleasure! I hope that they all continue to practice their skills on their own so that they will not need assistance anymore. They taught me the values of patience, dedication, and giving back. We needed them to be where we are today so it is our duty to give back the community and the elders to show our appreciation. This has truly been an unforgettable experience for me and I will never forget those wonderful seniors.
