Discussion Board Questions
Week #1 -   What Does It Mean To Be A Responsible Citizen?

Problem:  Your school board passes a resolution which requires every student to complete at least 40 hours of community service before they are eligible to graduate.  What do you do?  Does it make a difference if:

a) you are assigned to a particular place?

b) You can choose where you go (as long as it is not for your family and you are not paid)?

c) There is a critical need in schools for children with special needs, a suicide hotline, and your city is desperate for help?

State your position and what personal or civic responsibility does this address?

Week #2 -  Non-Profit’s Role in Society
Do you think nonprofit and voluntary association activity has increased or decreased in the last 10 years?  State a position and support your claim with a recent statistic.  What role do you think they play in today’s world?  What do you predict will be the lay of the land 20 years from now - will non-profit’s be thriving or dying out?

Week #3 - Evaluating Web Sites

Choose a web site from any TWO of the five types of web pages.  For example, you may choose one from Business/Marketing and one from News and Journalistic sources; or choose one from Advocacy pages and one from Informational pages.

Pick your own sites to evaluate, or you can select from a list of URL’s for each kind of site found at Widener University web site.

Compose your evaluation as follows:

· List the URL of the web site you are evaluating

· Identify the type of web site it is (which of the five types listed above)

· A brief statement of the purpose of the site

· A brief statement about who the web site is intended for (its audience)

· Give your opinion about how the web site presents its material, using each of the five criteria listed in the Widener University web site

Week #4 - Service Learning Experience

Is community service a waste of time?  State your view with supporting facts.

Week #5 - Usability Issues – The Interface
What makes a Web Page easy to read?  Are there certain color schemes that one should avoid when designing a web site?  While unorthodox colors can be used for emphasis, can you give examples of web sites that have poor contrast and make reading the text difficult?  What color schemes do you find to be easiest on the eyes?  Are intensively-graphic backgrounds worth the chaos it can cause to the legibility of a page?  Why might animation be distracting, and where might animation be appropriate?
Week #6 - Usability Issues – System Response Time

What makes a Web site load faster?  What do think are elements that make a Web site load slower or faster, particularly with slower connections to the Internet?  What kind of web page elements make the browser crawl and what are some of the side effects of pages that don’t load quickly?

Week #7 – No discussion forum / Midterm Exam

Week #8 - Aspects of Web Design

Choose one and support your claim.
1. The more that is put on a web page, the less that goes into the user. Is it possible to reconcile this statement with creating interesting web design? 

2. 'To be simple is the end, not the beginning of design' (C. Voysey, 1893). Discuss in relation to web design. 

3. The essence of good web design is simplicity. Do you agree? 

