Assignment 1: Individual Assignment
Dissertation Evaluation



	The creativity and rigor of research work is important, but the research report is also important, be it a proposal for attracting support, an article for publication, or a dissertation that requires defense.  The aim of this assignment is to sensitize you to good organization and good prose in a research report.  

	This assignment will introduce you to the look and feel of DPS doctoral dissertations and to our archive of alumni dissertations.  This will satisfy the curiosity about dissertations that beginning students always have about their length, format, and the kinds of topics explored.  The assignment has you examine the expository issues in a dissertation – how effectively it explains the research, why the research is important (how it answers the “so what?” question), how it was conducted (methodology), and the findings (the results and conclusions).  Finally, in contrast to a journal or conference paper, note that the big ideas in a dissertation must always be explained so that they are clear to a layman.

	Here is what you need to do:

1.  From the DPS dissertation website (instructor will provide username and password for access) choose three dissertations of interest to you and preferably in areas with which you are familiar. 

2.  Read the evaluation items on the next page to get an idea of how closely you'll need to examine the dissertation.  An agonizing study of the dissertation's review of the literature, methodology, and data analysis is not required.

3.  Complete the evaluation sheet on the next page for one of the three dissertations that were of interest to you.  Note that only a few lines are allotted for each response.  We will not limit you, but those two lines convey the volume we're expecting.

4.  Submit your evaluation at the beginning of the next session.

Evaluating a Research Paper   (modified from Leedy and Ormrod)
Author of Dissertation Evaluated:  ____________________  Your Name: ____________________

1.  What was the source of the research paper – conference paper, journal article, etc.?  Was it reviewed by experts in the field?  This is a doctoral dissertation which was reviewed by faculty dissertation committee members who are experts in evaluating dissertations.

2.  What was the focus and the essence of the research described?  For example, did it have a stated research question or problem, or did it survey an area of research?  And, what were the conclusions?



	Was the presentation logically organized and easy to follow?  What could have been improved?




	Does the article contain a section that reviews previous studies and integrates them on this topic?  In what ways is the previous work relevant to the research problem?




5.  If the author explained procedures that were followed in the study, are these procedures clear enough that you could repeat the work and get similar results?  What additional information might be helpful or essential for you to replicate the study?



6.  If data were collected, can you describe how they were collected and how they were analyzed?  Do you agree with what was done, such as the interpretation of the results?  What additional things would you have done if you had been the researcher?



7.  Did the article suggest possible topics or areas for future work and, if so, what were they?



8.  Describe two strengths of the research.



9.  Describe two weaknesses of the research.



10.  Finally, reflect over the entire article.  What was, for you, most important?  What did you find most interesting?  Will you remember this article in the future?  Why or why not?

