Assignment 2: Individual Assignment
Reviewing Research Papers for Dissertation Ideas

	
	This assignment is concerned with your initial dissertation literature search.  This is when you have decided on a general area of research and are now trying to come up with a specific problem in that area.  In this literature search you will encounter a large number of articles but your goal here to quickly ascertain from each article its essence, strengths, weaknesses, and most importantly possible topics for future work that you might use for your dissertation work.  And even if the mentioned topics for future work in the article do not appeal to you, they may generate an idea that you could use for your dissertation work.  The goal of this literature search process is to eventually create a brief dissertation proposal that we call an “idea paper” in our doctoral program.

	In this assignment you will review and evaluate two articles.  The first review is of an article familiar to the instructors, and this review allows the instructors to ascertain whether you are evaluating the article properly.  The second review is of an article of your choosing, which allows you to investigate an area of research that you might actually use in your dissertation work.

	Here is what you need to do: 

	Select one of the following articles that we have already reviewed (links to these articles are available from the syllabus page of the course website) and complete the evaluation sheet on the next page.


	H.-C. Chen, S.-H. Cha, Y.-M. Chee, and C.C. Tappert, "The Detection of Forged Handwriting Using a Fractal Number Estimate of Wrinkliness," Proc. 11th Int. Graphonomics Soc. Conf. (IGS 2003), Scottsdale, AZ, November 2003, pp 312-315.
	C.C. Tappert, S.-H. Cha, M. Villani, and Robert S. Zack, "A Keystroke Biometric System for Long-Text Input," Int. J. Info. Security and Privacy (IJISP), Vol 4, No 1, 2010, pp 32-60.


	Select one recent (last three years) peer-reviewed conference or journal article in an area that you are considering for your dissertation work and similarly complete the evaluation sheet on the next page.

  
	Submit hardcopy of the two article evaluations, together with a copy of your second article, at our next session.



Evaluating a Research Paper   (modified from Leedy and Ormrod)
First Author of Paper Evaluated:  __________________________   Your Name: ____________________

1.  What was the source of the research paper – conference paper, journal article, etc.?  Was it reviewed by experts in the field?  



2.  What was the focus and the essence of the research described?  For example, did it have a stated research question or problem, or did it survey an area of research?  And, what were the conclusions?



	Was the presentation logically organized and easy to follow?  What could have been improved?




	Does the article contain a section that reviews previous studies?  In what ways is the previous work relevant to the research problem?




5.  If the author explained procedures that were followed in the study, are these procedures clear enough that you could repeat the work and get similar results?  What additional information might be helpful or essential for you to replicate the study?



6.  If data were collected, can you describe how they were collected and how they were analyzed?  Do you agree with what was done, such as the interpretation of the results?  What additional things would you have done if you had been the researcher?



7.  Did the article suggest possible topics or areas for future work and, if so, what were they?



8.  Describe two strengths of the research.



9.  Describe two weaknesses of the research.



10.  Finally, reflect over the entire article.  What was, for you, most important?  What did you find most interesting?  Will you remember this article in the future?  Why or why not?

