IT691-CS691
Seidenberg School of CSIS, Pace University
Assignment 2 (Team Assignment)
Moving the Computing Curriculum toward Social Computing

Computing curricula are shifting away from traditional computer science into the broader area of social computing [3, 4] (see also the new computing curricula at the Universities of Maryland, Michigan, and North Carolina).  Denning has discussed the chasm that separates the inventors and visionaries from the much larger group of pragmatists (the users of computing technology) [2].  This shift in computing curricula is essentially a move away from studying the technology toward studying the broader and more socially-oriented area of what users do with the technology [4].  

To gain an understanding of the possible coming changes to computing curricula read the material referenced below (links to these papers are included in the references).  This material basically indicates that social computing involves decentralized information systems, is highly interdisciplinary (scientific collaboration, e-commerce, entertainment, social creativity, and social networking), and is committed to universal usability (mobile, ubiquitous access, multiple languages, diverse cultures, etc.).  The universality feature of the Web (include anything and anyone) is particularly stressed by Berners-Lee [1].

Your deliverable on this assignment is a 3-5 page paper in MS Word that does the following.  First, discuss the direction in which you think the curriculum of the Seidenberg School of CSIS at Pace University should head.  Second, to take us in the suggested direction, recommend and describe one new core course, one new elective course, and one new interdisciplinary elective course for one of the following Seidenberg CSIS programs: B.S. in CS, IS, or TS; or M.S. in CS, IS, or IT.  Third, indicate which CSIS program courses could be eliminated to make room for the new ones.  Most importantly, you must give solid evidence (with references) and clear arguments to support your discussions and recommendations. 
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