V. Guarino

CS554

Ms. Russakoff

2. According to Berger's book, as well as sites that she listed as informative links (i.e.: ICONnect), there are several criteria one must consider when evaluating a web site.  The easiest list I found I could remember was the acronym offered by ICONnect:  CARS.  This stands for credibility, accuracy, reasonableness, and support.  Credibility suggests that the viewer should consider the author's credentials when visiting a site.  In fact, I would recommend that my students use only those sites in which an author is identified and biographical (education and career info) is listed.  In addition, I would ask that my students review each page for accuracy.  After all, a site riddled with errors would suggest that the data is also flawed!  Similarly, I would include reasonableness on my criteria checklist.  This would require that students carefully consider the tone and intent of the piece, whether it be to inform, persuade, or, gee, just sell something!  If a site offered biased information or data that could not be corroborated by other sites, the students would have to ignore the site.  I would also include support or affiliations on my criteria list so that students could consider whether or not the sites were affiliated with credible organizations.  They could learn to look at the address for the tilde (indicating a personal page) or "com" (indicating a commercial site) in order to have a better sense of their source.  Finally, Berger includes some additional points on her checklist such as design features and the ease with which one can navigate a site.  In fact, she even mentions that if a site takes too long to load or has very large graphics, this might indicate that the authors did not have their  audience's best interests in mind!

2b. 

The site I chose to evaluate was the "Biographies of Women in Mathematics Site."  Although the site was a little dull and could have benefited from a few more interesting, eye-catching visuals, the site itself was easy to navigate.  Not only is the site affiliated with a reputable institution (Agnes Scott College), but it also offered information regarding the institution as well as awards the site itself had received over the years.  In addition, Larry Riddle, who is a professor in the Dept. of Mathematics created the site to honor female mathematicians.  His name and other info. Is provided.  Furthermore, the site provides just enough information on each female mathematician to pique one's interest.  Then, if a visitor wants more historical data, he/she can visit the "Other Resources" section for a bibliography of books!  Let's face it -- I liked the site, in part, because it is devoted to women who succeeded in a field that is dominated and most often associated with males!

a. 3.  Three instances of students engaged in passive learning include:

b. students watching a video about mythic heroes

c. students listening as the teacher lectures about  totemism in

d. 

The Old Man and the Sea
e. students napping at their desks as the teacher lectures!!

f. students looking at hand-outs prepared by the teacher

Lesson 1:  Mythic Heroes

Students would visit the lab and find several sites focusing on mythic heroes.  Then, using the data at those sites, they would formulate a mythic hero pattern in which they list six characteristics shared by mythic heroes.  Then, they could find a story from Greek mythology on the web, read it and, in an essay, prove that their findings are correct.  Finally, they could create a Powerpoint presentation in which they write their own story involving a modern day "mythic hero."  In this way, they are exploring, discovering, synthesizing, theorizing, supporting, and creating their own knowledge!

The site I might recommend for students to begin is:

The Mythic Hero  which was originally presented at the National Gallery of Art's 1997 Summer Teacher Insititute on Mythology.  It is accessible and interesting.                        

http://nimbus.temple.edu/~jsiegel/lectures/Mythic%20Hero/mythichero.htm
Lesson 2:  Using the internet, students could visit sites about American Indians including virtual museums in which totem poles are found.  Then, they could compare the totemistic beliefs of ancient tribes with those of Santiago, the central character in the novel.  They might even visit a Joseph Campbell site for interesting information.

Lesson 3: Rather than sleeping or staring at hand-outs while considering how to best regurgitate the information prepared and organized by the instructor, students can be asked to work in groups on a given topic and then to create hand-outs themselves.  One of the lessons I like to do is to have my students find satirical and political cartoons on the internet.  Then, they can use a guide questions to help them interpret the images in a meaningful way.
