CS121/IS223
ZooKeeper Example

The following is an example of a Java program.  It consists of one class, ZooKeeper, and has one method in the class.  This method is included in all Java applications.  Program execution begins with this method.

/*

 * Created on Jan 22, 2007

 * Created by Carol Wolf

 * Course: CS 121/IS 223

 */

package zoo;

/**

 * The zoo keeper manages the data for the animals in the zoo.

 */

public class ZooKeeper 

{


public static void main(String[] args) 


{



String animal = "panda";



System.out.println ("There is a " + animal + " in the zoo.");


} // main

} // ZooKeeper

1. Anything placed between the symbols /* and */ is treated by Java as a comment.  It is useful to the reader but not to the compiler.  Each of your programs should begin with a comment, similar to the one above, that gives your name, the creation date, and the course you are taking.

2. Java programs are made up of a number of classes.  This program has one, called ZooKeeper.  It is contained in a package called zoo.  Packages are used to group together related classes.  There is another comment after the package declaration that describes the class.

3. The contents of a class are contained in a pair of curly braces, {…}.  The ZooKeeper class contains a single method.  Methods are executed and do something.  This method only displays some information about the zoo.  The main method always begins with the declaration: public static void main (String[] args).  The programming environment that we use, eclipse, will add this to the class for you if you request it.

4. The line, String animal = "panda"; is used to declare a variable called animal.  This variable is a String, a sequence of characters.  The declaration provides storage for the five characters in the word, panda, somewhere in memory.  Strings are enclosed in double quotation marks.

5. The command, System.out.println (…); is used to display something on the console window.  The window shows up at the bottom of the screen.  This command first displays the string, "There is a ".  It then adds (concatenates) the contents of the variable, animal.  Finally it adds the string, " in the zoo.", to the end.  When displayed, the entire output will be 



There is a panda in the zoo.
6. Lines beginning with a double slash, //, are also comments.  These only go to the end of the line.  The ones here are used to show the end of the method and the end of the class.
