Oz Michaeli

Group A

January 24, 2007

Summary: Whom to protect and how: The  Public, the Government, and the Internet Revolution.

In short, it looks like Americans’ feelings about the internet are generally positive. The US is now in the second stage of a major technological transformation, the first stage being the invention of the internet, Americans are calling for federal government protection from perceived threats online.

According to surveys taken in 1999, between 1985 and 1999, the share of Americans who use computers at home or work more than doubled (from 30% to 70%). The surprising numbers repeat themselves in statistics regarding the popularity of the internet. For example, in 1994 only 18% of Americans had ever used the internet, while by the end of the century that number increased to 64%. Nowadays, virtually all Americans under 60 have at one point used the Internet.

The authors of this article compare the sudden growth in the internet’s popularity to that of the television in the 1950’s, stating that TV ownership exploded from 6% in 1949 to 52% in 1953, and 83% in 1956.

It looks like most Internet users are using the Internet to find information. Entertainment, sports and hobbies seem to be the most popular searches (38%) trailed by current events, travel, and health.

According to the surveys described in this article, 90% of Americans believe that science and technology makes their life easier. The past 20 years have left Americans feeling “positive about the general impact of computers on normal life.” The computer was rated the number one invention of the 20th century (62%) preceded by the automobile (34%), TV (21%) and airplane (16%).
More than half of the people surveyed also believe that the computer has given people more control over their life. 68% believe the Internet is making life easier, and despite some early worries, Americans don’t think that the use of computers in the workplace displaces workers or depresses wages.

On the other hand, Americans seem to agree that the computer has diminished free time and time spent with family and friends. Only one fourth of the nation believes that the computer has given them more free time, and 58% say computers led them away from family and friends.
It looks like the internet revolution is leading to a broader range of public concerns and calls for government involvement in specific areas. 85% of Americans see the possibility of danger from strangers getting in touch with children, 84% see danger in the availability of pornography to children, and 78% are worried about the availability of information about bomb-making and other weapons.

Another major concern is the loss of privacy (54%) though only 4% have actually suffered identity loss.

Although government intervention is needed, many are wary of having the Government regulate what can be put online, but when it comes to specific content like pornography or bomb-making, 60% favor government restrictions.

To conclude, the next decade will most likely see an explosion of growth and change in the world of the Internet, and much like the TV, the Internet will change the way people live. The number of Americans who use the Internet is likely to double or triple.

