Summary # 3 – Reisa Bhagan
Structure and Evolution of Blogspace


Blogs are like an artifact of the web. Many people think of them as web pages with dated entries, which include a profile of information for each user. They can be personal information to be read by visitors. The collection of blogs and all their links is referred to as blogspace. Blogspace is something used worldwide as well as nationally. Three out of four livejournal bloggers are between ages sixteen and twenty four. 


Bloggers do not express their interests. Specific interests show up together in users’ profiles. The locations, ages and interests of bloggers is a good way of showing what a blogspace is like. On average, each livejournal blogger profile names fourteen other bloggers as friends. Eighty percent of these are mutual. Fewer than thirty percent of friendships are between bloggers of different ages, from different locations and with no expressed shared interests.

Evolution 


Blogspace focuses on local community interactions among a small number of bloggers from about three to twenty. Members of such an informal community may list one another’s blogs in a “blogroll.” In the worldwide blogging network, a “community” is a set of blogs linking back and forth to one another’s postings while discussing common topics. Blogspace is a complex social environment. Experiments that are done are based on profiles of more than 1 million livejournal.com bloggers in February 2004 and from individual entries of 25,000 blogs drawn from a variety of worldwide sources. 

Blogspace is divided into three layers. At the bottom is the individual blogger, who is defined by age, geography and interests. In the middle is a web of friendships between pairs of bloggers. They are usually explained in terms of shared locations and/or shared interests. Finally, at the top is the evolution of blog communities. Blogs are interesting insights into the sociology of bloggers and can be shown from the analysis of the structure and contol of blogspace. 
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