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According to the article by consumer affairs, the internet can have both a negative and positive impact on young browsers.  “Between 75 and 90 percent of teenagers in the United States use the internet to email, instant message (IM), visit chat rooms and explore other sites on the World Wide Web”
.  This subjects them to all sorts of information that can be either good or bad. 


The biggest positive outcome that has been found is the improvement of academic performance, especially among low-income youths.  Since the internet is in fact one of the greatest resources for information, it has been shown that the internet increases better health awareness in some children as well as provide better health information for poorer households.  As stated in the consumer affairs article, “the internet can also be a good educational tool for hard-to-reach populations”.
  Research done on low-income children and teenagers showed that academic performance improved in children that used the internet more frequently.  In a two-year period these children were given 30 minutes a day of internet usage and “findings indicated that children who used the internet more had higher standardized test scores in reading and higher grade point averages at one year and sixteen months”
.  Research also showed that increased internet usage had no effect on standardized math scores.  

Chatting, message boards, and blogs on the internet also have pros and cons when it comes to the influence they have on youth’s lives.  On the positive side, these means of communication and self expression can provide social and emotional support for these youngsters.  Children who tend to be isolated use the internet as a means of expression where they are able to share their feelings and thoughts in a way they feel comfortable and it can be anonymous.  On the downside, even though messaging and chatting can help an individual cope with problems, it can also promote them.  According to the article, “online boards may also normalize and encourage self-injurious behavior and add potentially lethal behaviors to the repertoire of established adolescent self-injurers and those exploring identity options.  On the last five years, hundreds of message boards specifically designed to provide a safe forum for self-injurious individuals have come into existence and may expose vulnerable adolescents to a subculture that normalized and encourages self-injurious behavior”
.

Results have shown that the internet can be both beneficial and harmful to a child’s life.  The only way to help control the negative outcomes is by regulations and supervision, especially with young children.  By monitoring which sites they visit and restricting certain sites, it will help children get the most of the internet and ensure they are getting only positive and beneficial information from the World Wide Web.
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