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The term "blog", short for "web-log" was coined in 1999 to mean a "personal chronological log of thoughts published on a Web page, typically updated daily"
.  Today, "blogging" is becoming more widespread than ever. According to Technorati (a popular blogger site), there are currently over 16.9 million sites containing blogs and over 1.5 billion links to these blogs.  

The recent surge in popularity of blogs can be linked to many factors, including their communication, educational and even therapeutic values. Many people blog to keep friends "up to date" or simply to share ideas with peers of similar interests. Others blog to vent and use blogs as a form of stress release. But no matter what you are blogging or for what reason, it is safe to say that any blog can be useful to someone.  

Today, almost no one makes a major purchase without at least reading a review that someone may have blogged about online. Teachers read blogs to keep up with student's interests. Students read blogs to help with their school assignments. Even Doctor's and Scientists read medical blogs to stay current in their fields.
The article from “The Journal” points out several reasons why schools are increasingly using blogs.  According to the author of the article, Frank Catalano, “many schools are using blogs to reach out to parents and the community with consistently updated information on school events and activities”.  It is convenient for a parent to follow up on their child’s school’s activities from their home computer.  Catalano goes on to point out another important reason why parents choose to read blogs; “today’s parents want daily updates on what is happening at school with homework assignments, planned field trips, etc.”
.  There is no better way to do this then by blogging, especially since parents cannot always count on their children bringing home information from school, and the blogging process can fit right into parents’ busy schedules.
   
 It is no wonder why blogs are more popular than ever these days.  With the growing number of friends, writers, professionals and experts with reasons to blog and an even greater number of readers, enthusiasts and consumers with reasons to read, blogging will not only continue to grow in popularity, but possibly change the way we exchange information forever.
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