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Summary: Blogging makes trial publication bans hard to enforce
Courtrooms in most countries do not allow reporters to take pictures, video, or release any case-sensitive material to the public. While official reporters are easy to identify with of their badges and credentials, it is practically impossible to identify non-professional reporters and bloggers. Up in Canada, a pig farmer is being held on trial for the suspected killings of over fifty women, most of which were prostitutes. In order to keep the trial fair and protect the parties involved, “Justice James Williams has issued fairly routine rulings on what reporters can't report: the real names of undercover officers who helped build the case against the alleged serial killer” as well as “the sidebar discussions with the jury out of the room…”. Any certified reporter who was to release this information would probably lose their job, but nowadays when anyone can run their own blog and become a home-made reporter, the situation gets a bit tricky.
“CBC Radio found itself in the peculiar position of interviewing a former sex-trade worker who is covering the trial from a personal perspective for a Vancouver-based website.” [1] Although CBC was able to name the interviewee, they were not allowed to release the site due to harsh laws against making such information public.

The site, Orato.com, is an attempt at citizen journalism. It allows amateur writers to write about things that interest them. “the theory behind getting Ms. Baptie (and another ex-prostitute, Pauline VanKoll) to cover the Pickton trial is that they know more about the sex-worker life than any full-time reporter and can provide unique insight.” [1]

According to the author of this article, Paulie VanKoll “has already come uncomfortably close to convicting Pickton in her writing” [1], stating at one point that “his attitude on a police video of his initial questioning leaves her too angry to continue.”[1] “Who knows what else she might say?” [1]
On another popular blogging site, myspace.com, 7 Ottawa employees discovered that they can be fired from there jobs on the grounds of “openly discussing insubordination and theft and…defaming the company in public.” [1]

Though the Pickton trial is being held in Canada, its “publication bans have already been challenged by American television stations reporting material from the preliminary hearing. So Americans get to hear what's happening in our courtroom while Canadians can't.” [1]

The article suggests that before long, professional reporters will be the only people who can’t reveal sensitive information, while bloggers and amateur reporters will be able to undermine the entire judicial system, leaving judges with two options: “open everything, or close their courtrooms.”  [1]

[1] http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/columnists/story.html?id=745324b5-2e5b-4f5e-82b2-3a422454bbad&p=2
