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City Preserves its Past in a Digital Age: Summary
As we move more and more into the digital age, many find that the computer can provide new solutions to old problems which we’ve been dealing with for years. In a government building in Salisbury, Maryland, there is a vault which is used to store “city documents dating back to the 1800s, including all minutes, agendas, ordinances, resolutions and agreements such as those for annexations” [1], but concerns are rising that some of these documents may soon be weathered down or lost without any method of bringing them back. "If we had a fire or some other natural disaster and it managed to get into the vault, our legislative history is gone. There's no backup. The city never invested in microfilm or anything." [1] Only now, the city has finally approved a budget to purchase a document imaging system which will be used to transfer all documents to digital form which can be indexed and searched through easily. The system cost is roughly $37,000.
Now, the county government is considering using the same solution. "A lot of this stems from the hurricanes in Louisiana…Attorney files and court records were wiped out. Paper is more susceptible to those types of activities. My office does document imaging now. It's economical and saves tons of space. From the county's perspective, it's an effort to standardize." [1]

It seems as though every department which has moved to digitalizing its documents has been very happy with the results. Not only does it save “tons of space” [1], and preserves the documents, it also allows people to quickly search through the archives and find what they need.
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