Julisa Cruz

Group A

The internet café, OpenCafe opened its doors in October 2004 in Potchefstroom, South Africa.  In almost three years, it has managed to catch the attention of locals as well as internationals.  Not only does OpenCafe provide internet access and connect people with the world, but even more beneficial is that the profits are “used to sustain and develop open source ventures”.
  

Project Coordinator Anna Dani and her husband both run the network that is composed of fifteen computers running Linux.  At OpenCafe, users can browse the Internet, type documents, design graphics and play music, all on free open source software.  Dani also uses the café to educate computer users that want to upgrade their skills.  She conducts classes every so often that provide basic computer skills as well a smore advanced courses such as Linux installation and support.  The goal of the small business is to encourage people to take advantage of the countless open source materials available for use.  Others include Wikipedia and Internet Archive.  Dani is striving to open up communication between users with the use of open source materials.  

OpenCafe is not only meant for the use and benefit of locals.  It is not rare to see tourists and even sports stars surfing the web in the small cafe.  British double Olympic gold-medalist runner, Kelly Holmes, trains in Potch and used the cafe’s facilities to write her autobiography.  OpenCafe is also working together with Creative Commons.  Creative Commons was founded by Lawrence Lessig in South Africa.  This non-profit organization focuses on teaching visitors how to legally publish their works online so that it becomes available to others as a reference.  

OpenCafe also launched the ArtMarketOnline project that provides a platform for local artists and creators to show their work on a free, personalized webpage. Other resources are available such as “information about licensing for the artists, as well as a calendar of art events in the Potchefstroom area, and a free classifieds page”.
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