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Egyptians tackle taboos through Net: Summary

The country of Egypt has been in a declared state of war for the past 25 years with restrictions on “press freedom and public gatherings” [1], but lately it has been emerging as one of the most open internet cultures in the middle east. Over 2.5 million Egyptians are registered as online internet users and more and more cyber cafes are being filled with “internet maniacs” [1]. On estimate, there are about 6 million unofficial internet users in Egypt.


According to the former IT minister, more than 50% of Egypt’s population is less than 20 years old, which makes this the “Internet Generation.” [1] According to the former minister, kids are becoming addicted to the internet and spend more and more time on it each day.


But the change in information technology is leading Egypt into a better economic condition. Business leaders are saying that the country is “in a great position to attract foreign investors.” [1] The government has also been making an effort to expand the internet by providing free access, making computers cheaper, installing them in all schools, and giving incentives to private internet providers.


The Internet is also “putting pressure on traditional social and political boundaries.” [1] The article provides an example of a website called Islam Online, which provides Egyptians and other Muslims with an open forum for issues such as pre and post marital problems, psychological problems, and sexual problems. “This page is shocking for the first time because we still have stigma.” [1]

These new cyberspaces are stirring up a debate in the Muslim world about whether or not relations should be allowed on the internet. There is a rule that a man and a woman shouldn’t stay alone together in a closed space, so is the internet considered a closed space? And is it private or public?


The internet is also making it very hard for the Egyptian government to restrict the information given to the public. In the past, many press groups have been banned for unethical publishing, but now Egyptians have access to their work without any restriction from the government.


But Egyptians are saying that the internet may not be as free as it seems. Some “Internet Police” [1] exists which has a way of “‘handling’ internet cafes.“ [1] Police officers obtain photocopies of IDs of cybercafes’ users and go after people who visit certain political sites and certain content such as homosexuality. One gay man proclaims that he arranged to meet a tourist over the net, but was instead met by a police officer who “assaulted him before imprisoning him for 15 days.”

“Having committed to the internet and the prosperity it brings, Egypt's main challenge will be to deal with the cultural and social impact on a generation.”
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