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From Virtual Communities to Smart Mobs


Advances in computer technology shape the way that society deals with every day life. From the simple tasks such as writing a memo to the challenge of organizing a company’s file system, computer technology influences how we tackle everyday tasks. It also affects communication between people. The more accessible that technology is the easier it is for people to express how they feel.


Howard Rheingold, an author of the books The Virtual Communities and Smart Mobs, studied how cell phone technology can radically change the way that people communicate. Cell phones transformed the way all people, especially teenagers and young people exchange ideas and news. It is proven that “ cell phones make it possible for kids to congregate, exchange news, and share personal experiences in real time without physically meeting”(Jennings 81).  Also Rheingold says that kids often now, prefer to talk on the phone with their peers then in person. Physiologists have discovered that people seem to feel more open when chatting online or text messaging then talking out loud.


As computers get smaller in size they are becoming more portable, and wearable. Some computers are now designed to fit on clothing or jewelry. Some people wear technology as part of their daily routine, a professor at the University of Toronto, Steve Mann, has worn a helmet that is a sophisticated computer system. This helmet filters images that are to be seen; “Mann can instruct his helmet cameras to blank out all the billboards or placards he approaches, immunizing himself to commercial advertising” (Jennings 81-82). Mann thinks that his computer helmet is saving him from the government ‘s opinions and instructions that they feed to the public. Mann wants computers to become part of everyday life that will in time create a greater community interaction.


Peer-to-peer networks are a form of this community interaction that Mann describes. Millions of people can interact and exchange files through these networks. P2P networks allow many people of collaborate on projects that are important to society. People also can allow others to use their computer power and space to make advances in medicine and in technology. By harnessing to power of multiple computers large tasks become easy to handle.


Trust is an issue when it comes to collaborating on a project that requires you to share your computer space. Many people intend to use networks and cell phone for the good of the community and news exchange, while others use it for their own personal gain. A hacker could decide to use technology to store malicious or illegal files on your computer without your knowledge, as well as a gang could use text messages to organize a bank robbery.


Advances in technology can help our society grow at a fast pace. But with these great advantages also comes disadvantages as well. Computer technology influences how we tackle everyday tasks and it also affects communication between people in society.
