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The Doctrine of Digital War


Technology shapes the way that we all live our lives. It is especially useful when it can be utilized to help our military improve their strategy that helps to keep our country safe. Yet there are pros and cons when it comes to using computer technology in the military.


Defense secretary Donald Rumsfeld relies heavily on new technologies as a way of defense. He feels that old strategies will fall hard when compared to new ways that incorporate technology into the plan. He manages to change the mind of many of the resistant and is granted permission to try out his new strategy in Iraq, but not everything is going has smooth as he planed.


There have been “a series of initial glitches” which is said to be able to be conquered, as there are improvements to the technology that is available. The first week that the new strategies were in place was supposed to “‘shock and awe’” the skeptical, proved to be a disappointment. The troops are constantly battling sandstorms and guerrilla strikes, while these new improvements do not seem to help considerably.


The initial plan was to have precision when it came to bombing and air strikes in order to lessen civilian casualties.  Also to have the ability to have air and land strikes at the same time was thought to be such a hard blow to Iraq that their army would surrender in a small amount of time. This plan was not achieved as first thought by Rumsfeld.


Critics of Rumsfeld blame him for the failure in Iraq, but his idea was not only backed by himself but it was a large effort gathered from much research that was done in the past. If this plan was to work America would have a great advantage over many countries when it came to technology in the military, “Advances in communications, stealth technology, robotics, and precision targeting would act as “‘force multipliers’” that lessen the need for lumbering land armies and big cannons”(Crock). But with the disappointing start it is thought that we have over done the idea of a technology based war.


While the technology seems to help, people are still not convinced that a technological war is the way to go. Rumsfeld’s plan will be judged by the out come from the war on Iraq. Although technological advances in the military may not be up to par as of now, new technology in the future may make the difference between winning and losing a war.
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