Allyson Ortiz

April 2, 2007

Group B

 

Online Rumors: Iran’s supreme leader dead

 

            The access to the internet allows news to be spread at a fast pace. Many facts and rumors are available to find and read online, and can be shared with hundreds of people in a matter of minutes. With competition so high, to have the most resent and breaking news, many sites can and do spread rumors before actual factual information.  Rumors can be spread through many ways such as web sites, blog postings, and e-mail. These are detrimental to people and companies around the world, and can lead to chaos and panic if they are not corrected. 

            Many people that spread rumors online know that is will have a negative effect on people or companies. Large companies and corporations continue to have people monitor web sites, blogs and other places online to make sure that they are not becoming a victim to these rumors. People are influenced by what they read online.


In this case a blogger by the name of, Michael Ledeen, who happens to be a senior researcher at the US Institute for Public Policy in Washington, posted a rumor that Iran’s supreme leader had died in a hospital from cancer. The general public was unaware of this situation and it caused problems for some people. “Ledeen reported that a source has "learned that Iran’s Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has apparently succumbed to the cancer that hospitalized him last month" at the age of 67”( Cohen ). Many people did not know about the death of this leader, because it had not yet been released to the public. This shows that the speed of the internet sometimes causes trouble when it comes to reporting news.



This posting lead other bloggers to jump to conclusions; “A blogger of Iranian origin estimated that "something is happening, and I hope it is not the collapse of another dictator, because Iran should prepare for someone worse” ”(Cohen). This post is a classic example of  the problems that can be caused by misinformed people online. Although this posting about the death of Iran’s leader was proven to be true and was verified at a later time it still caused confusion and more rumors to be spread online.
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