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Japan's Generation of Computer Refuseniks


There are many emerging technologies that help to make lives more convenient. Because of the fast paced world that we live in technology is always becoming smaller and more mobile. Cell phones are becoming a combination of all the necessary gadgets that we use everyday. They include web surfing, email checking, instant messaging, text messaging and music. Because of their convenience it is being seen that the youth in Japan is being hindered in the fact that they no longer have to desire to use “real computers”.


There is a big problem in Japan among the new generation. Many of them are computer illiterate because of the availability of cell phones. Because cell phones allow users in Japan to read news, surf web sites, and read messages with ease, many young people feel no need to learn how to use the computer.


The base of the problem comes from the fact that these kids do not have the money to afford a PC. Cell phones are fairly cheep and most young people in Japan can afford to buy them by themselves.  “ ‘Five years ago, before cell phone e-mail came into such widespread use, all college students felt the need to own their own PCs,’ says Hiroshi Hanamoto of the online marketing firm Promotions”(Clark). Now that cell phones are everywhere you look this is no longer the case, children are managing to get all their information from cell phones.


The government claims that in Japan more then half of the population uses the Internet. This is due to cell phones and the way that they can access the Internet easily. “But many are not using the Web at large -- they're using cell phones to access a scaled-down, Japanese language mini-Web built for small screens, slower speeds and minimal keypunching”(Clark). These websites are convenient and accessible at all times, but this poses the problem that children are no longer learning how to use computers. 
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