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From Virtual Communities to Smart Mobs

We live in a world where almost everything is portable. Some examples are the cell phones, pdas, laptops, pagers, game systems, ipods, and of course there are many more. These devices have made life much easier and more convenient. It has grown into something that most people need and depend on for everything they do.  Is this technology a good thing? And is it something that we can just take away? In China the government tried to do so when a protest started. 

In China thousands of people met up and poured into the streets. They all had the same goal and reasons to protest against the Japanese. These were the “China’s cellphone and computer generation”. Because people were able to talk to people faster with email, text messages and instant messaging the protest got larger and angrier. This is when China banned most of the overage in the state media. Not only was the instant messaging, email, and text messaging a communication method it was also a planner. People where able to organize and get together to make it harder to control. Because it was so hard to control and the rage got to a certain point that the Chinese government had to ban text messaging and email to organize protests. The Chinese were afraid that today it would be protesting Japan, but tomorrow they can use the same method on the government. 

People are more connected when they use technologies because it is more convenient and they are more connected.  This is said in Smart Mobs by Howard Rheingold when he says that “neighbors would be people who shared common goals and interest not geography” (Jennings). Therefore, technology can be helpful but it can also be dangerous. 


Technology is making everything more portable and convenient for people and easier. It has helped communication speed up and move faster. This can seem like a good thing but when used in a wrong way it can be dangerous as seen in China when a large group of protesters gathered up. They were able to plan and organized using this technology and also fire up the problem. So is it something that’s good and can we takes it away? It is good but everything has a price, and everyone has grown to rely on it, to take it away means changing their method of everyday life. 
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