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Article 27: The Doctrine of Digital


We all rely on technology today, we all use it and adapt to the changes. Sometimes these changes mean making everyday life easier and more convenient. And of course there are times when new technology would affect you in a bad way. In the Iraq war, defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld chose to organize a war more relying on new technology then man power. The question that was brought up after seeing the many battles that occurred in Iraq was, are we ready to rely on new technology for wars?


In this article called “How technology failed in Iraq” it reveals many incidences that happen that can prove to Rumsfeld that we were not quite ready to rely all on technology. During the war, technology was seen as the key to our victory, radars and communication with the technology was going to make everything easier. And in some parts it did, soldiers were able to use motion sensors, heat detectors, image and communication eavesdroppers that were hovering above Iraq. This helped to coordinate and know where the enemies are. But of course on there are always minor difficulty that no one can really know until they are face with the problem. Because all programs are not perfect, on Objective Peach lead by Lt. Col. Ernest “Rock” Marcone, a battalion commander along with the 69th armor of the Third infantry Division were faced with a problem in the technology. They were put in front line going towards the Saddam international Airport. They were asked to take over the bridge that was on the way there and was the most important terrain for this operation. A mission that was almost guaranteed to be safer and faster turned into a nightmare for the soldiers. The communication system failed when they were unable to receive and news about what they were getting themselves into and what was coming. They were ambushed over and over almost feeling like they were the intelligence gathering devices. These problems were seen almost frequently when soldiers ran too far from the range of the bandwidth. They were unable to download or do anything. Seeing that there is problem in the technology, war shouldn’t rely totally on technology. 

Technology is not always reliable in wars. This can be seen in the Iraq war when Lt. Col. Marcone and his men were faced with not being able to receive any information about the situation. These put them in high threat then if they weren’t completely rely on technology in their operation because they would be more cautious about where they were going. All in all technology is not always perfect so we should always never underestimate anything. 
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