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News travels fast and it doesn’t matter if the news is correct or not as long as it is interesting. It’s almost like connecting dots, and soon it can connected many of the dots. One person tells something to someone and the chain is started, almost like playing telephone when we were young. A journalist for USA Today called John Seigenthaler was accused of being involved in the Kennedy assassination on Wikipedia. Wikipedia is an online encyclopedia which is used by many to find quick facts about a topic. The encyclopedia is a combination of different people submitting their knowledge on topics. This gives people the chance to write false information about things or people and John is one of the many victims of this kind of freedom. 

In 2005 John Seigenthaler found a biography about him on Wikipedia. It wouldn’t be so bad if it were true. In the encyclopedia it states "John Seigenthaler Sr. was the assistant to Attorney General Robert Kennedy in the early 1960's. For a brief time, he was thought to have been directly involved in the Kennedy assassinations of both John, and his brother, Bobby. Nothing was ever proven.”  The post was up for 132 days before it was taken down. It also said "John Seigenthaler moved to the Soviet Union in 1971, and returned to the United States in 1984," Wikipedia said. "He started one of the country's largest public relations firms shortly thereafter." The only thing that was true was that he did assist Robert Kennedy in the early 1960s. These false stories about Seigenthaler were also spread to other well known sites like Reference.com and Answers.com, when asked about the information these sites only replied that they take stuff straight from Wikipedia with out checking. Seigenthaler then started to look into it and try to find out who had made this false biography about him but all he got was the IP address and the company, but the company is not allowed to give out information. It is also hard to hold Wikipedia accountable because they did not write it and it’s the internet. 


The internet is full of news and facts, some are true and some are false. John Seigenthaler found a biography about himself in Wikipedia, but it was false. He was not part of the assassination of Robert Kennedy nor did he move to Soviet Union in 1971. These news items were passed to two other sites and were only taken down after more then three months. Unfortunately, as a target of false news he was unable to find out who had started this rumor. 
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