
         15 July 2010 

 

To whom it may concern: 

This is a letter of recommendation on behalf of Dr. Thomas Lombardi, who is applying for a position at 

your esteemed institution. 

 I knew Dr. Lombardi well when I spent the fall 2009 semester as a visiting faculty member in Economics 

at the American University in Bosnia and Herzegovina (AUBiH).   What impressed me more than 

anything about Tom was his commitment to pedagogical and academic excellence in an environment 

that did not always demand it.   He was, in the end, revered and respected by his students – more so 

than most of the other faculty on staff.   And by me.   No doubt Tom was the most committed and 

capable faculty member I met during my four months there. 

On the administrative front, Tom essentially ran the IT program singlehandedly, serving as the dean of a 

well-subscribed, yet chronically understaffed college.   His willingness to see it all through under the 

most difficult of circumstances at times testifies to his academic and personal integrity.  A more 

committed and capable professional you’d be hard pressed to find. 

As is the case with the best, Tom is not one to take the status quo as given.   Yet, he works splendidly 

with others to move his ideas and projects forward.  In a sense, he constantly seeks excellence and 

manages to bring others along to do it, i.e., a manager’s dream. 

In the end, given disturbing developments in the institution’s trajectory, Tom understood that he had 

done as much as he could do at AUBiH.  And, therefore, chose to move on, although the administration 

there begged him to stay.  In my judgment, his decision to do so is a splendid example of his stalwart 

personal and professional character.   In the end, that is what most distinguishes him among other 

highly competent IT professionals. 

In sum, I give Dr. Lombardi my highest recommendation.   He is simply a superb candidate for any 

academic or administrative position in the IT field.  And for that matter, in any field!  I would hire him in 

an instant. 

If you have any questions regarding my experience with Dr. Lombardi, please feel free to contact me at 

your convenience. 

Respectfully, 

 

Rick L. Chaney, Ph.D. 

Director, International Colleges & Partnerships 

University of Colorado Denver 


